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In an earlier communication, we have 
reported the levels of plasma ADH in 
cases of toxaemia of pregnancy. The pre­
sent ·communication is an extension of 
the earlier work and embodies our find­
ings on the plasma ADH titres in cases 
of eclampsia. 

M ateria.l and Methods 

Patients of eclampsia admitted to the 
Kamla Nehru Hospital, Allahabad, were 
chosen for the study. In all, fifteen cases 
were available during the period of one 
year. A thorough clinical, obstetric and 
fundus examinations were done. All the 
cases had at least one eclamptic seizure. 

Collection of Blood & Assay 

Blood was collected immediately on ad-

mission and before any medication was 
started in the hospital. It was concentra­
ted according to the method of Bisset 
et al, (1967) and assayed for ADH ac­
cording to the method of Boura and 
Dicker (1953) using Lysine-8-vassopres­
sin as the reference. These methods have 
been described in detail in our earlier 
communication. Thioglycollate inactiva­
tion and persistence of response after cy­
proheptadine was seen for determining 
the nature of antidiuretic substance. 
Quantities of ADH in plasma were ex­
trapolated from log dose response curves. 

Observations and Results 

The clinical and obstetric findings of 
patients are given in Table 1. 

The mean ADH levels per ml of plasma 
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Showing antidiuresis with serum of eclampsia. 
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were found to be 145.66 micro units + 

3.42; the range being 121.7 to 168.(} units 
per ml. The values are statistically signi­
ficant, the probability being less than 
0.001. 

Representative kymographic record is 
given in Figure 1. 
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